
Definitions
Accessibility: The state of having programs, services and environments that allow all individuals to participate
fully in society without encountering barriers.     

Accessibility Committee: An official group formed by one or more organizations in collaboration with people
with disabilities, to create an accessibility plan and feedback mechanism.

Accessibility Plan: A plan developed by an Accessibility Committee that identifies challenges and solutions for
addressing accessibility barriers.

Barrier: Anything that hinders the full and equal participation in society of a person navigating needs or
disabilities. Types of barriers in the educational setting:

Learning Barrier: any barrier that limits or prevents learning, whether it is through inadequate
engagement, representation of the content, or expression of ideas and communication. 
Architectural and Physical Barrier: A barrier resulting from building design, the area adjacent to the
building, shape of rooms, the size of doorways, lack of accessibility features, blocked paths of travel,
and so on.
Attitudinal Barrier: A barrier that arises from the attitudes of sta?, students and the school community,
including discriminatory behaviours and a lack of disability awareness.
Policy or Practice Barrier: Rules, regulations and protocols that prevent a person from performing their
job satisfactorily or participating in society. Policy, practice, and procedures that prevent a student from
accessing the curriculum and fully participating in the school community.
Resource Barrier: Barriers resulting from inadequate technology, funding, staff, or tools.
Temporal Barrier: Barriers that occur during a specific time, such as busy times of day or during special
events. 

Disability: The state of being unable to participate fully and equally in society as a result of the interaction
between an impairment and a barrier. (For more information about disability and types of disability and support,
refer to Appendix A: Disabilities.)

Impairment: A physical, sensory, mental, intellectual, cognitive limitation, whether permanent, temporary or
episodic. 
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